
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

     

 

 
 

    

The Season of Change 
 

Fall has always been my favorite season. Cool mornings that require a sweater, warm afternoons 
where I can get another wearing of my summer shorts. For most of my adult life,  
I missed the season of fall. While in the Navy, I was either on Guam or some other tropical island in 
the Pacific region or California. After I retired, the family moved to Williamsport, PA where we did 
have fall, and the fall was beautiful. The trees in the mountains and along the Susquehanna River 
were fantastic. The fall season was a little more mild in Gettysburg but the trees still put on quite a 
show. Following seminary we moved to North Dakota where the fall was measured in days. The trees 
would turn yellow and within a windy day or two the leaves would all be on the ground and the trees 
would be bare. Snow would normally cover the ground by Halloween, nothing like a four year old girl 
with her princess dress over her snowsuit holding out her bag, begging for candy. Of course during 
our years in the Naples, FL area, the only feeling of fall that we had were the cool temperatures of 
February, but by noon it would be 80, not really fall. 
 
Things are changing here at Messiah as well. Thankfully we are back in the sanctuary on Sunday 
morning. I want to thank everyone for their cooperation in wearing masks and keeping social 
distance. It isn’t easy singing through masks but it isn’t impossible. I cannot say today if we will be 
having live music in October.  I hope the council will review this at our October meeting. I still 
encourage anyone who is reluctant to attend church during this pandemic to stay home and enjoy our 
service online.  I hear regularly from people who have connections to Messiah who have tuned in to 
our streaming services from San Francisco, Pasadena, and Arizona. My former sister-in-law 
occasionally watches from Japan. A group of lady snowbirds in Arizona watch regularly and recently 
sent a check to the Caring Kitchen, so church is changing as well. 
 
Because of the pandemic there will not be a No Room at the Inn this year. We are looking for creative 
ways to support the Caring Kitchen this year so if you have any ideas please let me or a member of 
council know. 
 
Just a reminder, if you have not been to church in a while and would like to receive Holy Communion 
please call the church or send me an email at raybranstiter@gmail.com 
 
Blessings, 

 
Pastor Ray 
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Dear Messiah Family, 
 
 
 

As I mentioned during the announcements on Sunday, Sandy and I participated in a Zoom 
conference put on by the synod on Saturday. The topic was Digital Ministry. There were 
over 50 people participating and it was informative. Most of the people who spoke up and 
shared stated they were recording much of the service music. I was surprised that some 
were recording the entire service then editing and playing on Sunday. 

After the meeting I emailed Pastor Katie Kerringan of synod staff and asked her 
if she knew the percentage of churches recording or doing music 
live might be, the following email was her response. 

I am sharing this with you so you are informed and up to date with as much information as 
possible as we navigate our way through a very interesting year. 

 

Pastor Branstiter, it was a pleasure to see you at today’s workshop—an extra gift to 
Messiah, given that your ministry there is already service over and above your ministry at 
Mercy Hospital.   
 
I understand your concerns about trying to migrate safely between those two contexts, 
and I am grateful that you currently have support at Messiah.  We are finding that 
congregations are all over the place with regard to recognizing the increased risks of  
in-person worship, and the even greater risk of in-person singing.  I think that large 
congregations can’t really ignore it—by virtue of their larger numbers, the “math” is just too 
difficult to deny.  It is the smaller congregations who are perhaps more willing to “fudge the 
numbers,” thinking that their small size will allow them to get away with some 
sloppiness.  They are also, perhaps, more closely bonded to one another, and, thus, more 
anxious to be with one another.  Throw in some COVID-denial, and the pressure to return 
to “normal worship” can really ratchet up.  And singing is so much a part of our worship 
culture.  Unfortunately, these smaller congregations are often in buildings with ventilation 
systems that aren’t quite what they need to be to lower risk (insufficient air change/hour 
and insufficient filtration).  We see a range of responses in our synod:  congregations 
taking no precautions at all (thankfully, very few), congregations taking some (but often 
insufficient) precautions, and congregations who are very diligent in protecting one 
another as well as their community.  I think the majority fall into the latter category—but 
leaders are all in the same boat you are, taking it month by month, with at least some 
pressure to return to normal.  From my point of view, the healthier the congregation is in 
the sense of being missional in its orientation and focused on serving their neighbors, the 
more likely they are to be ready to make sacrifices for those neighbors.   
 
In the Synod office, we observe that public health experts are still very concerned about 
the elevated risk of viral transmission when singing.  So we wish people would not sing in 
worship.  We recognize that it feels like a loss to many people—but we have also seen 
what opportunities have opened up during this time of enforced re-evaluation.  We have 
seen some very creative ways to provide the balm of music as well as creative outlets for 



musicians to share their gifts.  We have seen large plexiglass panels erected in front of 
praise bands and choirs (though we sometimes cringe to see insufficient distance 
between those same musicians), a lot of congregations are recording music, or relying on 
distanced instrumental music or solo and very small ensemble singing.  And we have 
seen most of our congregations display amazing generosity for musicians who do not feel 
they can safely participate in in-person worship—ranging from allowing for a paid 
sabbatical so as to safeguard income to providing for an alternative safe sharing of their 
gifts.  At the same time, a good many are using this break from “normal” as an opportunity 
to explore other ways of offering music in worship, and often uncovering gifts they did not 
know they had because the “normal” system did not allow for the recognition of these gifts 
(and this applies to every aspect of our ministries).  I am noticing that much of the 
lamentation of the early months has evolved into surprised delight as musicians and the 
congregations they serve realize what new riches are available to everyone when we 
break out of “normal.”  It is good to see God’s will for life emerging out of death. 
 
My prayers are with you and the people of Messiah.  These are challenging times—for 
everyone.  Thank you for your willingness to negotiate these rocky waters with Messiah.   
 

The Congregational Council reviews the situation every month during our meeting. My 
goal is to return to full service as soon as possible, however, as I have stressed in the 
past, everyone's safety is my main priority. 
 
 

Blessings, 
 
 

Pastor Ray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL IS SEEKING INTERESTED PARTIES FOR THE POSITION OF 
CHURCH TREASURER.  THIS IS AN APPOINTED POSITION, BY COUNCIL. 
 
IF YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING FOR THIS POSITION 
PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR RAY OR MIKE MELVIN FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION ON WHAT IS INVOLVED. 

 



HOW TO WATCH OUR SUNDAY WORSHIP ONLINE! 
There are a couple of ways to watch our Sunday morning services online. We stream live every Sunday morning at 10:00 

on our Facebook page. The link for our FaceBook page is: https://www.facebook.com/MessiahUrbana 
You will need a free Facebook account. The stream starts about 5 till 10 with some music. Make sure your volume is 

turned up. If you don’t want a Facebook account the service will be posted on our webpage later in the day. Our webpage 

address is: https://www.messiahurbana.info/     If you have problems call the church office and we will get you some help. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          October 

1 Shirley Tulley 

14  Tom Mackey 

17   Joan Gingrey 
21 Pennie Brown 
23   Bob Combs 
26   M. Louise Martin 
 Heather Sapp 
27   Theisa Dohner 
30   Greg Ward 

  

 

 

To the members of Messiah, 
 
 Thank you for your prayers for all of us the past few weeks.  
Julia has recovered from Covid and is doing well and we are getting 
back into a “normal” routine.  I ask that you keep my grandfather,  
Cecil Swiger in your prayers as he has been admitted to the hospital 
due to complications from Covid.  
  
 Thank you all so much, and again thank you all for my coffee 
gift. I’ve had four cups today with 3 fussy kids on a Monday :)  
  

Keith Monroe  

 

 

BIG THANK YOU for supporting the garage 
sale either by donating, purchasing, helping 

setup or tear down and to those who delivered 
items that were left over. 

This was the best sale EVER! We collected 
$3846.00 

This money will be added to an existing amount 
already donated to expand the cement area in 
the memorial garden.  The Memorial Garden 

Team received two quotes and the job will go to 
the low bidder, R L Construction.  Work will 

begin the latter part of this month.   

Once again, “Thank you”. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MessiahUrbana
https://www.messiahurbana.info/


 

LONG PRAYER TERM NEEDS: 
The protection of those men and women engaged in conflict and war around the globe. The innocent victims of 
injustice and terrorism.  
 

Weekly Prayer Needs (read aloud by congregation)  
  
Rodger Lawrence, David Livingston, Brenda Dilts, Vicki Setty, Cheryl Leon, Carole Davis, 
Pastor Barb Simmers 

  

Continuing Needs 

Declan Crabtree, Hannah Lewis, Brian Nicol, Jacqui Thompson, Kaleb Boyd, Marna Levin,  
Wendy Borg, Meg Kocher Magnan, Linnae Wilson, Pat Bechtel, Greg Ward, Barb Daniels,  
Pam Huffman, Tim Murphy, Rebecca Eleyet, Mike Henson, Mike Buchhalter, Ruth Herford,  
Colleen Anne Borchers, Tracie Hendrix, Barb Cederlund McCarthy, Thad Sapp, Henry Springer,  
Pat Nichols, Amy Davisson-Perry, Harry Osborne, Debbie Ruchty, Buddy Neer, Jon Schnurpel, 
Connie Cohn 
 
 
Family and Friends of the Faithful Departed: Kermit Russell and Tim Detwiler 
 
 

 Nursing/Assisted Living Centers & Shut-Ins:   

Herb & Jane Carey, Marlene Lockerby, Louise Martin, Joan Gingrey, Barbara Karg, Edith Kohn 
          
 
In the Military: Major Matt Williamson 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
COUNCIL OFFICERS:    President:  Bob Combs 
Vice President: Jan Murphy    
Secretary: Nancy Meyer 
Treasurer: Mike Melvin Financial Secretary: Karen Adams    Financial Chairman: Mike Melvin 
ADMINISTRATION: Council Connector, Nancy Meyer 
WORSHIP:  Council Connector, Donna Schaefer 
ENCOURAGEMENT & PRAYER: Council Connector, Jacqui Thompson 
FELLOWSHIP: Council Connector, Jan Murphy 
PROPERTY: Council connector, Lisa Simpson 
SOCIAL MINISTRY: Council Connector,  
FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP: Council Connector, Mike Melvin 
WELCOME/EVANGELISM: Council Connector,  
MEMORIAL TRUST FUND:  Tom Mackey, Chairman; Allan Branstiter, Secretary; Brian Nicol, Treasurer 
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           GOD’S PEACE TO YOU!                 


